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BANJO BITES 

Newsletter of the 

Friends of the Marine Discovery Centre Inc 

PO Box 127, Queenscliff   3225 

 

SUMMER 2011 

______________________________________________________ 

MEETINGS 

Monday, 21st Feb, 2010 at DPI, 4.30 pm 

Monday, 21st Mar, 2010 at DPI, 4.30 pm. 

 All members welcome. 

SUMMER BY THE SEA HOLIDAY PROGRAM  

The Marine Discovery Centre had another 

very successful summer in terms of visitors, 

with approximately 3000 people through the 

door.  About a third of the visitors 

participated in holiday program activities like 

snorkelling and canoeing.  

 

One of the most popular activities was the 

Rockpool Ramble that could have been 

booked 3 times over on some days.  One of 

the craft activities - magical merpeople - also 

proved very popular, with children on a 

waiting list.  

 

The MDC trailer, staffed by Alan and Perry, 

was out and about this summer, at the 

Queenscliff harbour and over the other side of 

the bay in Mornington.    

 

Rinchen was also a popular presence on the 

Queenscliff Sorrento ferry talking to 

passengers about Port Phillip Bay and all the 

wonders underwater that they can't see from 

the ferry.  Lots of happy kids (and parents)! 

 

Figure 1 Exploring the rockpools 

The Annual Elaine Tingay Scholarship was 

this year awarded to Darcy Chiller - see 

Darcy’s winning essay on page 3.   

 

Figure 2 Darcy Chiller receiving her award 
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Science Experience Program 

17 students from as far afield as Theodore in 

Queensland, Bright, Portland and Kyneton and 

little known places, such as Kongwak and 

Wurdi Boluc came to the Bellarine Peninsula 

to participate in the national Science 

Experience program.  The reputation of the 

MDC as an international leader in marine 

education led to it being the only non tertiary 

institution hosting the program.  

Students worked with passionate scientists on 

a range of experiments and presentations, 

including dissecting squid and fish and 

pressing seaweed.  

 

Our intrepid snorkel and canoe instructor- 

Alex (pictured), revealed an exciting marine 

world beneath the surface of Port Phillip Bay.  

Shona and Alex from Kyneton wrote "... can't 

thank you enough for looking after us, and 

showing us the meaning of marine biology 

and showing us that you can be anything you 

like when you put your mind to it."  

 

 An exciting development for 2011, resulting 

from the high interest and passion shown by 

students, not only in the Science Experience 

but also through careers days and work 

experience, will be the implementation of a 

Junior Volunteers Program. This program will 

be trialled during the next school holidays.  

The MDC has been really appreciative of the 

Friends accommodation support for the 

current volunteers.  

 
Figure 3 Education Officer Alex the mermaid 

 

Article by Pam Haebich  
Science Experience Coordinator 

 

Figure 4 In the lab 

 

Figure 5 Exploring the bay 

WORLD WETLANDS DAY 

World Wetlands Day is an international day to 

celebrate all wetlands worldwide. 

World Wetlands Day 2011 commemorates the 

40th year since the signing of the Convention 

on Wetlands of International Importance 

(Ramsar Convention) in Ramsar, Iran, 

February 2, 1971. 

To celebrate this, the Marine Discovery Centre 

ran a series of free community activities on 

the morning of Sunday, February 6 at Swan 

Bay wetlands - part of the Port Phillip Bay 

(Western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula 

Ramsar site. 
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School students from local primary schools  

produced information posters to help inform 

their families about the values of Swan Bay 

and for community education on the day.  

Activities included a guided early morning 

canoe trip on Swan Bay, breakfast, a walk and 

talk with Wathaurong Cultural Education 

Officer David Tournier beside Swan Bay and 

presentations from Clonard College students 

on the importance of the Swan Bay 

ecosystem. Swan Bay is an important 

Victorian fish feeding and nursery area for 

species such as King George whiting. It 

provides vital habitat for many animals and 

plants, including the critically endangered 

orange bellied parrot, and migratory 

shorebirds that fly thousands of kilometres to 

visit these wetlands. 

Professor Gregory Jenkins from Fisheries 

Victoria who will also talk about the seagrass 

beds in Swan Bay and their importance to 

Victoria’s fisheries. 

 

Figure 6 World Wetlands Day activity 

SIPS, SEALS AND SUNSET BOAT CRUISE 

FRIDAY February 18TH 6:15 – 8.OOPM 

Last year’s cruise saw 25 enthusiastic 

members and friends board the ‘Kyena’ for a 

sunset cruise and marine biology experience.   

If you are keen to participate in this year’s 

cruise see the attached flyer for booking 

information. 

 
 

Vale Helen Mair 

It is with great sadness that we  inform you of 
the passing of Helen last year following a brief 
illness. Helen served as secretary on the 
Friends of Marine Discovery Centre 
Committee for several years and was a driving 
force in all of the endeavours that we have 
undertaken as a group. She was also a 
passionate volunteer at the Marine Discovery 
Centre. She was a true friend and an 
inspiration. She is sadly missed. 

 

Figure 7 Helen Mair (left) and Jenny, wife of MDC 
manager Phil Armato. 
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